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ſeandalous Practice. 
But ſince Her Majeſt 57 


Wo Fa 5 n N 501 5s 0 16 Woh: Sgt | | ; 
b Ee n bel it i my Thoughts * from wht Tob⸗ 
ſerv d while T was in the Army, that there might be 

M. - ſome Method, to make the Deſertion of Soldiers 

more difficult than it is at preſent in England; but the 


Hopes and ExpeHtation of a Speedy Peace prevented ne 
from Offering (in this manner) what J have great reaſon to 


believe may be of Wſe. to prevent that moſt miſchievous and 


| Jer Majeſty, by Her Royal Proclamation, bas 
again commanded the Commiſſioners to uſe their utmoſt Di- 


 ligence in putting the Act in Execution to Recruit the Ar- 


ny: I thought this a proper Time to offer the following 
Tract; in which I have endeavour d to ſhew what are the 
chief Cauſes of Deſertion, and what I believe may be uſe- 


ful in order to ſtop that pernicious Practice for the future; 


and, if duly put in Execution, T cannot ſee what ſhould 
hinder it from bringing in a large and timely Recruit to the 
Army, out of the great Numbers of Deſerters that now live 


ſecure in England. Which will of courſe ſave the Publick 
great Sums in Levy-Money, which of late has been a very 


Expenſive Article to the Kingdom , and be an Faſe to 
the Commiſſioners ; for the fewer Soldiers Deſert, or the 


more are taken of them, the leſs Occaſion there will be for 


their 


8 


fort of Men that have no lawful Employment, 0 
ble Means for their Maintenance , that I. am l 


; * wm f BY des Ret? ca 8 2 
p 4 * * "i #698 F . N rr * 
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their liſting I this is what Her % 4 Graciou) 
think fit to declare in Her Proclamation, as the Reaſon at 
that time to put a Stop to the Impreſing any more Soldiers, 
or Marines, viz. For the ſaving further 8 to the 


Publick, and for the Eaſe of Her Loving Subjects. 


And there is a greater Neceſſity to look after Deſerters 
more ſtriftly at this time than there has been ſince the War 
began ; not only from the Reaſon of the vaſt Increaſe 4 their 


Numbers every Lear, but for that tis evident, the large 
Levy-Money did not, nor can it be expeFted_ ever will, an- 
ſwer its Ends, in bringing i in Voluntiers; and the Country 


is already fo drain 'd (whatever the Ton may be) thoſe 


2%Y YOU 1 
aid 73 
Lal : 


will be very difficult, if poſſible, to Recruit: the Army in 
the time requir d, except the Commiſſioners and Offcers can. 


with more Faſe tet thoſe Sparks that bave deſerted from 
it, than the Laws, now in forge for that at will 4 


i IP 


them Leave or e to do. 
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To ve fold at the ſame places, | | 


N Eſay on the 3 effectual Was to Recruit che ines 
and render it more ſerviceable, by preventing Deſertzon:. 


* 


: Humbl y ofter'd to the u of the Win t 1 5 Great. 
Britain. ns | | 
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4 SHORT METHOD 


Proposd to Preve nt the 


Dale of Soldiers | 


For the Future : . 


- And, 7 8 pb the ARMY aith „ 7 


and Timely REcrvrr, out of the great: 
Numbers of Deſerters that are now in 


n. 


al the Difficulies 1 we have been ati. whit 
in the Proſecution of this juſt and neceſſary War, 
l believe none have been greater, and attended 
wich worſe Conſequences, than our not being able 
to keep up our Infantry of the Army compleat and ſerviceable; 


occaſiqn d only by the conſtant Deſertion of the Soldiers, ef. 


— home: For I am very well ſarisfied that chere 
as not been any new Levies made, or reduce d Regiments rais d 


again, in England, ſince this War began, but the Officers have 


compleatly fill'd their Companies with duly liſted able-bodied 


Men, in the Time allow'd them by the Government, could 


. # % 


ey have kept them to their Buy afterwards. 


50 hs Poſture of the - 
that tho we have a Fleet that is the moſt conſiderable of any 
Nation in the World, yet if they guard us at home, protect 
gr Merchants abroad, inſult and ſtop the Enemies Com- 
merce by Sea, and ſafely convoy the Soldiers where they can 


be moſt ſerviceable, is all that is deſire or expected from-: 


them; 3 


reſent War with France is fuck; ; 


RY 


1 
| 
| 
1 
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| 
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'£ 6 il 
them ; for France has her Coaſts too well — both by 


Art and Nature, for our Fleets to make any Steak at and ſucceſs- 
ful Attempts upon their Country. 


"Tis the Land-Army, therefore, that we ak Jerk had on to 
bumble the Common- -Enemy and Oppreſſor; to "cis him to 
Reaſon and juſt Bounds. Tis on their Motions that all Es- 
rope have their Eyes fixt, and all their Hope depends, for the 
obtaining what we have been ſo long contending for, viz. the 
reſtoring the juſt Balance of Power in Europe, by a ſafe, laſting, 


and honourable Peace. And the many and glorious Proofs the 


Army have given of their Abilities, throughout the whole 
Courſe of this War, are ſuch, as ſufficiently ſhew them capable 
of Diſcharging the great Truſt repoſed in them; provided the 
Foot are timely recruited, and the ſeveral Regiments kept up 
compleat and ſerviceable ; ; without which, tis unreaſonable 
to expect them to N . Dut * with the, * 


Sucoeſs. 


For in the Army, the Weight and Burden of the- War hs 
pends on the Infantry: Tis they alone thuſt reduce the ſtrong 
Fortreſles of France; in the Performance of which, the Foot- 
Soldiers are often engaged in a ſubterraneous War, and meet 


Death in all its moſt horrid Forms, and dreadfuleſt Aſpects. Tis 
the on e, who muſt force the Enemies ſtrong 33 


ps, (which Neceſſity, the Mother of Invention, has made 
Fa French ſuch Artiſts at): Tis they muſt open a Paſſage for the 


Cavalry, who are in a manner alles Ae 1 can a e e to 
the Charge. 274 uber To 


{i 


And I have all the reaſon in n the World to 1 * bad 
it not been for the conſtant Diſa pointments occaſion d by De- 
lertion, which has ſo often render d the greateſt part of our 


Infantry unſerviceable, France had been obliged to have com- 
plied with our own Terms of Peace long ſince. 


For no doubt ont, many a well-concerted Expedition lay 
miſcarried, or been laid by, for no other Reaſon but that the 
Soldiers that were to have the chief Share in the Action, could 


not be! in any tolerable Condition ſor the Service, in the Time 


required; 


, , "= r : 
I 1 
: 4 
— \ 


required; and this wholly occaſion'd by the great Deſertion of 
the Foot. For though the Regiments began their March com- 
pleat, or were ſo at leaſt but a Day or two before they left their 

uarters, yet before „I be embark d, there are many 
Inſtances, and indeed ſeldom otherwiſe, that above a third part 
of the Men have run from their Colours, notwithſtanding all 
the Care and Diligence of the Officers to the contrary, and be- 
fore they could be compleated again by Draughts, &c. the 
Seaſon has been too far advanced. T4 


And this Computation is ſo far from being an aggravating 
Charge, that I believe very few Regiments have been rais'd 
and ſhip'd from England, for this five Years paſt, that the 
Prefling-A& has been in Force, that have loſt ſo few of their 
ſtrongeſt and able-bodied Men, as a third Part ; for I can name 
ſeveral Regiments. that have loft, by Deſertion only, above. 
300 Men in England, in a Years time; but Mr. Bridges and 
Mr; Hew's Officers, that did pay the Levy-Mony for the Years 
1707, and 1708. and by it can tell what Men were liſted, 
and the Commiſſary of the Muſter's Rolls compar'd, will make 
this Matter evident beyond Diſpute, were there any Occaſion 
to make a Computation of a Matter that every Officer in the. 
Army, and every Office belonging to it ſo well know. 


And further, At this time, a great many Officers who were 
recruiting in thoſe Years, not only their Arrears are all ſub- 
jected, but their Subſiſtance ſtopt to make good the Loſs by 
the Deſettion of Men, before they could be brought to the Re- 
giment, or muſter'd by a Commiſſary; for upon the Return ob 
the Certificate of the Liſting to the Office, the Levy-Mony, 
was paid; and where the Soldier did not appear on the Mu- 
ſter- Roll afterwards, the Regiment was charg jj with the Mony, 
and the Regiment charg d it on the unfortunate Officer, though 
it was evident he did all that was poſſible for him to keep. his 
Men, and bring them to their Quarters : how it will be this 
laſt Year, where all the Levy-Mony was paid by the Land- 
Tax, is not known; the Accounts and Returns of the Col- 
lectors being nor yet ſtared; but J am ſure, many an honeſt 
Gentleman dreads the Charge of it more than any from he 
Enemy. And though. her Majeſty bas 50 Regiments of Foog 
dt - 


, 
n . 


FI 


005 — . — — — 
DDr 


Army; for Soldiers are of little Uſe, 


C ˙·wü ²Ü iu ͤͤ.r UAÄ Gi ao Ay 1 K 
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and Marirics, 6f her Subjects of Great. Rritain, (beſides her 
Guards and thoſe in Nadi and Nort h- Brituia ) And tho 
the Officers have made uſe of all che Helps the late excellent 
Rectuit- Act could give them, and us d alb the Diligence ane 
Application that is requir d from Gentlemen zealous for her 
Majeſty's Service, to compleat their Companies, yet the pri- 
vate Men defert fo faſt, that before they can fo * as teach. 
them the Uſe 'of their Arms, ſo 


many have run from their Co- 
lours, that, I am afraid, out of the 50 Batalions not one of 


chem is at preſent compleat, nor 20 of them to be found i in 124 
n nnn = preſent Service. n 12 


And 'tis not a Over Number of Rep W will FER 
much againſt the Enemy, except the Officers can keep up their 
Companies with well-diſciplin'd Soldiers; for though the conti- 
nual New-liſting and Deſertion of Men may bring Money into 
the Pariſh-Stocks, yet it is the Ruin and Deſtruction of the 
except the gy anon _ 
time to diſcipline and make em fir for Service. | 


Let any Man, niet, that has any Re Re ned G 8 
and: Happineſs of his Country, but ſeriouſſy confider our Cir- 
cumſtances, as to this Matter; let him but ſtate the Caſe as in 


Truth and Reality it is; That we are engaged in an expenſive 


War, on the Event of which depends all that is dear and valua- 
ble to us in this World; That our 3 Dependancy, under 
God, for an honourable Peace, is on the Army; and That, in 
this Army, the Weight and Burden of the War lies on the — 
try; He will then be ſoon convine d how much it is the Intereſt 
of every one that loves his Country, or has any Regard to his 
own Property, to contribute all he can to od up the Regi- 
ments of Foot ſerviceable, and to prevent, as much as in his 
Power, the notorious Deſertion from it, that is fo very deſtru- 


 Nive to the Army in particular, and to the Nation in general, 


by its Conſequences, and if not timely prevented, mut una- 
voidably carry the moſt fatal Evils along with it. 15 i 


And yet as obvious as this is, to any one that will give him- 
ſelf the leaſt Pains to enquire into the Truth of it, is it not mat- 
cer of — and Wonder t chat we ſhould have above _ 
en 


1 
Men that have Deſerted this War, that live at home in England, 
ſecute arid undiſturb'd? and that 1 do not make the Computa- 
tion too large, let the Majors and their Adjutants, but look 
5 over their Books of Deſertion, which they do, or ought to, 
| keep exact, and then let them ſhew One Regiment in Twenty, 
that has been of two Years ſtanding, that have not loſt more 
Men by Deſertion, ſince their firſt raiſing, this War, than they 
have now private Men in their Regiments; and if {6, my Ac- 
count of their Numbers will not appear over-rated, and leave 
room for a large Allowance for thoſe that are dead, or thoſe 


. that have been apprehended and made ſerve again. 
| EBONY OM 3 GTEGRI SHS 2 CIUDDLOS CNEL 7: r | 


And the chief if not only Cauſe of this Miſchief, is owing to 
the almoſt conſtant Security. and ProteQion, Deſerters find at 
home; for tis obſeryable that Deſertion abroad is more or lels, 
according to the Opportunities they, have of getting to England, 
(that is the alluring Bait that induces Soldiers to quit their Duty) 

where they are ſure to have all the Help and  Aſſiftance of the 

mean and ordinary People to conceal them, out of a miſtaken 
Principle of Charity. The Farmer and Handicraſt- Tradeſman 
for Self-Intereſt and Gain, for that they can have their Labour 
the cheaper for the Circumſtances the Deſerter lies under: and 
the Gentlemen themſelves, 'thatſhould know bettet, and ought 
to give other Examples, ſeldom fail to make uſe of their Hands, 
when it is for their Conveniency; and, when they imploy him, 
where will be found the Conſtable that will diſoblige the Ju- 
ſtice, or Pariſh-Officer, the Lord of the Mannor, when the 
Matter is difputable whether the Man be a Deſerter or not? 


Nor is it prudent for any Officer of the Army to meddle 
with them, for he is almoſt ſure to diſoblige the Gentlemen 
that may be ſerviceable to him in recruiting, but uncertain to 
prove the Deſertion till the Manner of convicting of em is made 
more eaſie and practicable, PO OOO eee 7 


And the Farmer and:Tradeſman, to ſecure thoſe they imploy, Fete 
hire them for {mall Wages, for Covenant-Servants, which puts 
it out of the Power of the Commiſſioners to fend them again 
into the Army, except it can be proy'd they haye deſerted from 
it, which is prevented by 3 a Diſcharge; which, =o 


how to get a Diſcharge formally drawn, and what Uſe to make 


9 = —— f tn — r 


L 10 ] 8 
made under a Hedge, yet as 8 chat are legal are now 
made, or at leaſt were before the Power was lodgd in the 
Field-Officer only, in which the Officer that ſign'd it ſeldom 
mention d what Commiſſion he ſery'd with, whether Colonel, 


Major, Captain, Lieutenant, or Enſign ; ſo that except the ve- 


ry Officer that gave it, or is pretended to give it, be on the 
Spot, or one that perfectly knows his Hand, there is no diſco- 
vering the Cheat, and the Deſertes is ſafe. 


And the Soldier, that has deſerted this Year, is not oblig d 
to tell the Time he run from his Colours; that cannot be known 
but by the Officer he run from; ſo that if he antedates the Date, 
he is as ſafe as the reſt, notwithſtanding none can juſtiſie gi- 
ving a Diſcharge but the ee of the Regiment. 


Theſe Tricks are ſo perfectly underſtood, that few Soldiers 
that have once got out of the Reach of their Officers, but know 


of it afterwards. 

And *&s thus, and by theſe Methods, that not only the Ma- 
giſtrates, but even the military Officers are impos'd on; for ex- 
cept the military Officer is ſure the Diſcharge is forg d, altho 


he be never ſo certain that the Soldier was (in this Reign) duly 


liſted, and that he ſees him a ſtrong able-bodied Man, fit to 


undergo all the Fatigues of War; yet if he does not know, I ſay, 


the Diſcharge to be forg d, tis all to no Purpoſe, he dares no 
more meddle with him than take a Gentleman's Servant, that 
never was in the Army, from behind his Maſter's Coach. 


And if the military Officer cannot with Safety apprehend 
him, tis not in the leaſt reaſonable to believe, or can it be ex- 
pected any others ſhould. 


And this Practice has ſo far ſucceeded, that tho the Act of 
Par iament, that requires the Juſtices and Pariſh · Officers to ap- 
prehend all Deſerters and {end them to the next Gaol, Cc. has 
been in force theſe four Years, yet it ſeldom is (if ever) put in 
| Execution, and the Reaſon that the Juſtices who are zealous for 
Her Majeſties Service give for it is, that all they meet with, or 
Ss are 


C 11 J 0 
are brought before them, produce ſuch Diſcharges that they 
cannot diſtinguiſh whether true or not. At many {uch|Examina- 
tion I have been, where the Juſtice would have been as glad 

to have detected the Cheat, as J (who was then a Recruiting) 
to have had the Men, but the Liberty of the meaneſt Subject of 
England, is a Privilege not to be taken away upon Probabilities 
ot May- bes. The Law has here preſcrib'd the Terms in this ve- 
ry Caſe, rhe Juſtice's Knowledge, the Confeſſion of the Party, or 
the Evidence of others that he is a Deſerter; but the Juſtice 
may know, the Man may own, and others may prove he was 
duly Liſted, but if a Diſcharge be produc d, tho never ſo falſe, 
yet it ſerves to invalidate all the three Marks of Conviction, 
and till ĩt can be prov'd a Counterfeit, the Juſtice will not, nay 


4 


cannot, for tis againſt Law to, commit him. 705 


And the Conſtables, and all other Pariſh - Officers, every 
where al that regard to all Diſcharges and Furlows whatſo- 
ever; ſo as never to meddle with any Deſerter that ſhews one, 
tho they know he is every way elſe a Man, as is deſcrib'd in 
the Act to Recruit the Army. . 


And the formal Stories of Money paid, &c. which the De- 
ſerter {ſeldom fails to mention, eſpecially when he knows he 
cannot readily be diſprov'd, and the certainty that it is too 
often true, together with the Strength and Abilities of the 
Man for a Camp, are ſuch concurring Circumſtances as are 
ſufficient to induce any indifferent Perſon to believe it. | 


It was this, I humbly conceive, was the Occaſion of that part 
of the Houſe of Commons Adareſs to Her Majeſty, the 31ſt. of 
March, 1708. Chat per Bajelly will be pleas'd particu- 


larly to ew Per Diſpleaſure to tuch Dfficers, as ſhall 
diſmiſs any Perſon ſo lifted foz Poney 02 any other 


Peetence. 


Tho upon the whole I am verily perſuaded, that where 
one Soldier is diſcharg d for Money, Ioo run from their Co- 
lours, with only the Pretence of ir, and that the flanting lac'd 
Coats that were then ſo much worn, proceeded from another 
cauſe than the Profits of — g Soldiers from their Duty. 
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biting Soldiers have of late been ſuch, that if the Officer” ac- 


cepts of leſs then 8 or 10 J. for the Diſcharge of a ſerviceable 
Man, he is a Loſer by the Bargain; and 1 am afraidithe Poverty 
of the Country is ſuch, that it ſeldom is in the Power of thoſe 
that are turn'd over by the J uſtice, to raiſe ſuch a Sum, whateyer 


the Town-Spatks * do. And the Officers have on other 


Occafiens ſhewn'more Zeal and Fidelity; as King William was 
graciouſly pleas d ſeveral times to declare from. the 1 


and _— 85 4 the Duke of Mar/borou 17 has done them the 


N "to expreſs imſelf in their Favour 75 
the d HON f W , viz, That their 8 and Aﬀettion 
ko the Service, is equal to the Eouräge and mw 


they have thewn during this whole War. 3 


But let the Fault be either in dhe Offiter's or lde or $i 

'neceflity för the Diſcharge to carry foie 

other diſtinguiſtting atk behdes the Hand-writing of the 

Officer, before there can be any Hope to take off the Security 
and Encouragement that forg d Diſcharges give Deſertion. 


Tas this 1 fupp 6 "was the Occafion of the Clauſe added 
ro the lare Recrulf del that none under the degree of a Field 


Officer and Commanding the Regiment in Chief, ſhould give 


_, Diſcharge to any Soldier, under the Penalty of Break- 
; which has not at all ſtopr the forg d Diſcharges, nor has 


ir given the Country any light in the matter; for as Her Majeſty 
Has near 300 Ficld- Officers in her SOS in 155 Foot 3þd Ma- 


1 10 
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yt: hu n l Officers 1 Colonels that have' hs him 
mand of Regiments (who, (on other, Occaſions, prefer their Ho- 
nour above Life it ſelf) have the greateſt reaſon to have all. 
Diſcharges carry with them ſuch diſtinguiſhing marks as can- 


not be Bente ed, left their Names ſhould be abus d with 
Forgeries, as their Inferiour Officets have been, and tis fo far 
fron being's fanciful Chimera of my own, that ſuch 2 
wil 


a . — — 
pe; N er 
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will be offer dem, that I can aſſure em (and prove it by thany 
Inſtances) tlie practice is already begun, and Colonels Names fe | 
to Furlows and Diſcharges (of a late date) who have bern a- 
bove fix Months paſt abroad in Her Maj ſty's Service in F Gaga 
Coutitries, and cannot Vet io much wt of the matter. 
Ni 2, He 19 PORNO. » ie 510 1241 81 
„A every one that bas tots with Exchequer-Bills knows, 
"that" dis rhe Stamp-drid [ndehrure that gives chem Security, that 
they are not impos cd on with Counterfeits; rather than 
the Sigh Manual of Sir Robert Homird, or the Lord Haliſau; 
Were Aber the only diſtinguiſhing mark, I believe many of the 
Tattlers Hounds Would run the Hauatd 'of: the be the 
fake of the Profit | i We Nom ns vel 0 39967 713 
0%, ge ö od r l fotic 12102 to : ON 
And ther is daily a (neceſſity of 4iſehargin Men out of 
che Army; for in War there are ſo man Accidents chat render 
Men unſerviceable, beſides the Loſs of a Limb or the uſe of it, 
that entitles em to Chelſeln· College, and fo/many2Men!broaght 
to Regiments by Young and uexperienvd Officers that ate 
reſus d by the Generals, From muſt be diſcharg d and ſent home. 
Therefore, that eyety one concern d may readily diſtinguiſh 
'Cou nterfeits from legal Diſcharges; this Urau ighs of 
is humbly ptopds d, the Charge of whichk-withbe:fo very rpm 
to each Nen, that if it prevents but — rannithy 
from his Colours, or is the occaſion but of one Deſerter's 
being taken up, belonging to any one Regiment of Foot, to 
the end of the War, will near pay the Coſt of it: It Will 
ſatisſie che juſtiees of Peace the Comm iſſioners and Pariſh» Of- 
ficets, that all care is 'rakenid Prerem Delſertion umd al E un- 
due Practices in diſchatgiug Soldiers; the want of which has 
been a great Diſcouragement to them, in lifting Men Whamthey 
find return with pretended Difcharges; or ham Furlows 
oc they cannot diſtinguiſh from true ones, almoſt as often 
8 = d; And, as there is n ſretminidf the Army 
0 their Aſſiſtance lol gur highly:reaſbrable: they 
__"#h6utdhave all the Satisfaction offibleinhe calclafDeſertion, 5 
Hherectltey will eaſlly ſee the Reaſon for which the Man was 
ah g, of which they themſelves will bpJudges: by com- 
pa — — Witheche; Man it is gie taz and leaves 
them Wichdur excufe, if they: dont approhotub>ail.Deſervers 
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of which few Officers of an 


indeed any other 
amen in Chief's uf 


I 14 3. 
A be Low: commands; for all chat do not dach k Diſ- 
charges in Which if the Marks of the Bearer and xe Deſcription 
of che Man in theNiſcharge do not exactly agree, they NN 
eaſily found to be Deſerters, and the readier yaken up; and it will 
take off the Scandal caſt upon the Officers of the Army, not only 
to the Houſe of Commons, 4 to the Queen Her Self,or leave — 
guilty Officer to an eiſie and teady Conviction. It will pr 
that too common Practice of 8 conducting Saks 
to their Quarters, in letting them go for a little Money, a 
then pretend to their Officers they are Deſerted ; the Tr 
n in the Army, but can 
ence. julfi 3 this. will put it out of 
any more Tricks of thar Nature, for.that 
will be in their Power to come at, nor 
Officer of the n but * ins 


by dear bought Experi 
their Power to = 


none of theſe Diſcha 


* 


| * the following Nene etbod it. will be dern 6 for any 
Soldier to be Diſcharg 7 any of Her Majeſty's Regiments 
of Foot or Marines, — the Colonels Knowledge of it, 
and for what Readon : and net only ſo, but give him an Op- 
a veto know at all; times What his Officers are doing, 
bor in 3 — egiments; there is a conſtant weekly 
Commanding Officer of each Company 
in Nie a: — or Run, or Dead, or Diſcharg d fo 
-unſerviceable that Week from each Company ; by whi 
counts and Neturus the Officers receive pay for the Fines 
and the Non effective Money ſtopt for a Fund to Recruit with, 
and che Major or Adjutant; or both, keep Books, in which are 
enter d the Names and Reaſon of all Men that are at any time 
Diſcharg d from the Regiment. Therefore to N ch a 
n ee will be menen 1170 


rh. That A ale e Numer of Blank Diſcharges {i 
tis ſuppos d 300 may be cheugh for any Regiment t e 
of the d prepar d for each Battallion of 2 and Ma- 
rines that Recruit in Englanu, and bound up Books, 
the one to be kept by the Major abroad, pos wk by che A- 
gent, or ſuch Gen as the. Colonel ſhall appoint in- England, 


from whence be cut of by Indeature, when tliere is a 
kteccaion > N 5 Nach 
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Seronaly, That each Bock have an equal Number of blank 
Diſcharges, and that they be all number d, and that nat one more 
be printed off but chat are thus Bound up. 2 8 


Tbirdli, That the Commanding Officer, who Signs the Diſ- 
charge, take care that an exact Copy of it be enter d in the 
Major's Book abroad, or Agents at home; by this Method the 
Colonel by ſeeing at any time what Diſcharges are left, will 
exactly know what Men have been Diſcharg'd in his Regiment, 
and the Majors and Agent's Books will give him a perfect Ac- 
count of the Mens Names, Time and Reaſon of their Diſcharge ; 
and ſhould there be any foul or clandeſtine Practice, the Colo- 
nel muſt of neceſſity know it; and whenever any Complaint 
comes to the Secretary of War of that Nature, the Colonel will 
be able to give him a juſt Account how the matter ſtands : 
And. ſhould. any Officer make an ill uſe. of any of theſe Diſ- 
charges, he cannot hope but to be ſoon detected, for the Ne of 
the Diſcharge will make it evident, what Regiment's Books the 
Diſcharge was cut from, tho it ſhould be fill'd up and fſign'd 
with fictitious Names; as for Example, the iſt Battalion of 

Guards, the N* will be from 1 to 300, the 2d Battalion from 
30x to600, the 3d to goo, the qth to 1208; the 1ſt Battalion 
of the ad Regiment, from 1200 to 1500, the 2d Battalion to 
1800; the. 11t Battalion of the Lord Oriney's from 180r to 


1100, the 2d Battalion to 2400; the Regiment of Portmore 


from 2401 to 2700, and fo to the Youngeſt Regiment of the 


It is very unlikely theſe can be Counterfeited, for Mr. Sturt 
that cut it, was truſted with engraving all the Plates for the 
Exchequer-Bills, and none of theſe have been diſpers d till the 
Blanks have been fill d up, as this is, and that makes them 
wholly uſeleſs for a Diſcharge afterwards, and the Counterfeit- 
ing a Copper Plate will be too Expentive for any Soldier to 
attempt, and ſhould any one do it, to diſpoſe of for gain, - he 
muſt be ſoon detected, for the Maſters Hand in engraving is 
as well known by Artiſts, as thoſe of the Pencil; but ſhould 
that be paſt over, the Number and Indenture will . 
diſcover the Forgery, and the Parliament may (if they _ 


f 16 2 


fit) lay ſuch a Penalty as Will wholly prevent the attempting 
it. 1 5 5 | 


And the fending one of theſe Diſcharges,the Blanks fill'd up, 
to every Place of meeting of the Commiſſioners, will give nor 
only them, but the PariſhOfficers, and all others that {ce them, 
ſuch a view of them, that it will be impoſſible for em aſter- 
wards to be impos d on with any Counterfeit Diſcharge what- 
e ; OO IR S997 10 DROWIR MOOT @ Tour fr” 


Which brings me to what I chiefly, intended by this to ſhew, 
that if the Legiſlature think fit to recal and make void all Diſ- 
charges and Furlows whatſoever, given any time ſince this War 
began, in the manner here after mention'd,l believe it cannot fail 
of not only preventing (in a great Meaſure) Deſertion for tlie 
future, but of bringing in a very large and timely Recruit to the 
Army out of the vaſt Numbers of Deſerters, that now live at home 
in the preateſt Security, and ſo entirely depend on their forgd 
Diſcharges, and being Covenant - Servants for their ſafety, that 
they are not in the leaſt apprehenſive of any Danger of being ſo 
much as ſuſpected of Deſertion; and therefore may be taken 
all the eaſe poſſible, which when ever put in Practice, tis rea- 
ſonable to believe may bring in the largeſt Recruit the Army 
has had perhaps any one Year this War, but till ſome- 
thing of this Nature be put in Practice, the Clauſe in the De · 
ſerters Bill of 5 /. Penalty, Or where the Party has no Chattels, 
a Month's Impriſonment, tor any one that harbours any deſerting 


Soldier, knowing him to be ſuch, is wholly uſeleſs and of no 


force ; for when the Law requir'd itto be determin'd in the Ge- 
neral Quarter Seſſions (which for the more ſpeedy bringing to 
a hearing, the Power is now lodg'd in the two next Juſtices of 
the Peace) I have known the Offender eſcape the Puniſhmenr, 
by producing a forgd Diſcharge of the Deſerters, and altho' 
it was fully proy'd to be a Counterfeit,” yet becauſe it could not 
be prov'd the Defendant knew it to be ſuch, his Council urg d 
he was not within the Words of the Act, (Anoming him to be 

ſuch and fo was acquitted ; and the ill conſequence this Ver- 
dict immediately had was ſuch, that a Gentleman of Quality, 
who was then raiſing a Company in the ſame County, I have 
a Liſt by me of 45 Men he loſt by Deſertion in three Months 

0 


= 


time before he could compleat bis Company, that was to 
conſiſt bur of fixty private Soldiers, Servants included. 


And tis the fame thing before the two Juſtices of Peace; 
where-ever a forg'd Diſcharge is produc'd, except it can be 
prov d. the Harbourer of the Deſerter was in the Secret, there 
is no inflicting the Penalty of the Act on the Offender. 


Therefore there appears a neceſſity to make void all writ- 
ten Diſcharges,' and bring it ſor the ſuture to this Teſt (or 


ſomething like it, that cannot eaſily, he Counterfeited) and 
then there will be no. Room left for an Rvafion, and the Pro- 
tectors of Deſerters. ſo eaſily proſecuted, that I do not doubt, 
but Informers will be found to earn the Reward which the 
Law allows to any one that convicts the Harborer of a De- 
ſerter; and when a few, if but one or two in a large Town. 
or Hundred, have paid for their Fraud, tis but reafonable to 


believe the reſt that know themſelves Guilty of the ſame 


Crime, will turn them out of their Service at leaſt, if not 
deliver them up to the Officers, to avoid the like Fine and 
fave themſelves harmleſs; for this I aſſert as a certain truth, 
that there is not one Deſerter in a hundred that lies conceal d 
in England, but is known to others of the Neighbourhood, 
beſides the Houſe he ſhelters in, to have been in tho Army (Lon- 
don, and within the Bills of Mortality excepted, and very of- 
ten there) but the difficulty is to prove how he left it, whe- 
ther legally Diſcharg d or not: Which preſent difficulty gives 
Knayes and Rogues ſuch, Opportunity as with caſe to avoid 
and render uſeleſs the good Laws of the Nation, to prevent 
Deſertion, which is ſuch an Affront to any Government as not 
to be endur'd , eſpecially conſidering the Miſchief it carries 


with it. 


For Furlows, which has been another Occaſion of Deſer- 
tion, and a Handle to many other Abuſes, I do not ſee the 
neceſſity for any to be allow d of, for I do not know any Buſi- 
neſs a Soldier has out of the Sound of his Captain's Drum, 
except it be when he is aſſiſting his Officer in reeruiting or 

Ae and then he has a Sergeant at lea 


apprehending Deſe N : 
with him, which is ſufficient to protect him; the Parliament 


—. | has 


Commiſſioners appoĩim ed to put the Act in Force to Recruit the 


bas allow d no Furlow to be of Force but 1 Days, Fut then t 


has but skill enough to ſort them by their proper Dates, and 
if there ſhould (as it is probable there may ſometimes) hap- 
pen ſome irconyeniency to both Officer and Soldier the al- 
lowing of no Farlow, but not equal to the Miſchiefs ptoceed- 
ing from them, and ſmall lncbnvenienees are to gie plate, 
and be paſt over for the ſake of greater Benefits. 5 
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Or it it be thought of abſolute neceſſity to allow of Furlows,” 
let them be made aſtef the manner of the Diſcharge, not eaſie' 


to be Cotnterfeited and all alike; that the Country may know 
them at firſt ſight, . whether they ate legal or 3 18 
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Every one will 5 agree with me in this, that there is a't 
the Reaſon, Juſtice, and even Neceſſity to force tlioſe that are 
Able body Nen and Deſerters again to their Duty, notwitl- 
ſtanding theit pretended Diſcharges; the hardſhip is only where: 
there has been a clandeſtine Batgain between the Officer” and 
the Soldier, where the Officer has forfeited the Truſt repos'd in 
him by accepting of a Bribe, and the Soldier procured his: 

iberty with his Money, to raiſe which pertiaps, his very Bed: 
was ſold from under him; where this is made appear before the 


— 
- 
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Army, who no doubt ont ate the propereſt Perſons to examine 


into ſuch Abuſes, and to determine all matters of that Kind, 


cannot think it any hardſhip for the Officer's ' Arrears, or 
rowing Pay to be ſtopt to ſatisfie the Sum ſo injuriouſſy ta- 

en to Her- Majeſty's Service, but the Man to be oblig d to 
ſerve again, for there is an unavoidable neteſſity for the Ar- 
my to be Recruited in time; which I am much afraid cannot 
be done, except the Commiſſioners (ſometimes) ſend Men 
whoſe Caſe is even harder, than that of one that has under- 
hand given Money for his Diſcharge, eſpecially w hen he is to 
be paid it again; there is hardly any Occurrence of Liſe but is 
attended with ſome Inconvenienee, and to be ſure many in 
finding a ſufficient number of Men for the Service of the Foot 
and Marines; but that will be no Reaſon for the neglect of 


what is of that preſſing neceſſity, rhat the ſafety and proper- 


— ty 


ty of every Man of ſubſtance depends on the eſlectual Per for- 


But where it does appear the Diſcharge was given above- 
board, at the Requeſt of the Gentlemen of the Country, or 
the principal Inhabitants of the Town, in order for the Man's 
better providing for his Family, or to enable him to enjoy 
ſome conſiderable Legacy, or that he has a Right to give his 
Vote for a Member of Parliament, tho' the Officer was paid for 
the Diſcharging of the Soldier (for there is no Reaſon for a 
Captain to part with a ſerviceable Man, and find the Levy- 
Money out of his own Pocket to Lift another in his ſtead) 
where the Fact thus appears, the Soldier (upon a Certificate 
from the Commiſſioners) to have one of theſe Diſcharges ſent 
him from the Regiment he came out of, or the Commillioners 
to Regiſter and Counter-ſign the Diſcharge, ſo as the honeſt 
Fellow may have no farther trouble about it. 1 


And when this Method of Diſcharging is reduc'd to Pra- 
dice, it will enable every one whoſe Buſineſs it is to look af- 
ter or apprehend Deſerters, to reduce the matter in Conteſt to 
this ſhort Iſſue : You ARE AN ABLE-BODY'D MAN, FIT TO 
SERVE AS A SOLDIER, AND HAVE BEEN IN THE FOOT-SREVICE 
THis War. WHERE is Your DiscrarGce? And the not pro- 
ducing one of theſe, or a Certificate from the Commiſſioners, 
c. will of courſe prove he run from his Colours, and take 
off all the Shifts and Evaſions that us'd to be made by thoſe 
that harbour Deſerters. | 


There is another great Security given to Deſerters, by the 
Army it ſelf, eſpecially for this 2 or 3 Years paſt, viz. That 
no Officers (or but very ſeldom) ever give themſelves the 
trouble of looking after them, and the Reaſons are theſe: 


Firſt, The large Levy-Money, &c. makes all Recruits ſo 
chargeable to the Officers, thar all their Time and Thoughts, 
all the Aſſiſtance of their Sergeant and other truſty Soldiers 
they have with them are imploy'd , and little enough to 
ſecure their own Recruits, for if an Officer lofes any before he 
brings them to the Regiment, or are muſter'd by a Commil- 
| ; Tr hoy _ ary 


J 
ſary, not only the Levy-Money, but the very Subſiſtance he 
has paid them is entirely loſt, and no Satisfaction ever made 
to him afterwards for it. . „ 


Seronaly, Should an Officer take up any Deſerter that did 
not belong to the Regiment he ſerves in, tis all the odds in 
the World, but the Man is claimd by ſome Officer of the 
Regiment he run from, which if it happen in England, he 
muſt deliver him up, and well if he can get the Money a- 
gain he paid to ſubſiſt him, but no Allowance for the time 
he loſt in tak ing him, or Satisfaction for his Care and Pains of 
ſecuring him after wards; therefore, tis not for the Intereſt of 
any Officer to look after any Deſerter but his own. 


Thirdly, And by the neceſſity there was of diſtributing the 
Recruiting-Officers theſe 2 or 3 laſt Years, ſo that all Places 
might be furniſh'd with Officers ready to receive ſuch Recruits 
as ſhould be deliver d them at the Seſſions of the Juſtices, or at 
the ſeveral Places of Meeting of the Commiſſioners was ſuch, 
that few happen d to go to thoſe Places where they formerly 
rais'd their Men; ſo had not Opportunities of looking after 
their own Deſerters, and for fear they ſhould be taken from 
them, by the Officer he run from (who claims the only Right 
and Property to them) none elſe will. 3 


There is none will diſpute the Right that all Regiments have 
to all Deſerters from it, but of what value or worth is this 
Right and Property till the Deſerter is taken? tis but like 
Teague Inventory, 20 Coupple of wild Ducks his own Goods 
when he can catch them; and the ſtanding upon theſe Pun- 
ctilios, is a very great Injury to the Service in General, 
which is always, as far as is poſſible, to be avoided. f 


And therefore if for this Year only, (which I hope will be 

the laſt of recruiting this War) all Officers of the Foot and Ma- 
rines were allow'd co keep for the Service of their Regiments, 
all Deſerters they can take or cauſe to be taken up of any Re- 
giment of Foot and Marines, it will be a great Advantage to 
the Army in General, and no Loſs to any Regiment in particu- 
| — — | | | | | lar; 
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lar; for if 4 takes up all the Deſerters he can find of B's in 
Terkſbire, and B at the fame time takes up all the Deſerters he 
cam find of As in Devonſhire; is it not the ſame thing as if 
A and B took their own Deſerters? is not the Army (which 
is the only thing to be conſider'd) as well fupply'd with Men: 
let the Men be had, and ſhould there happen to be any diſpute 
where there is no occaſion, the yon ew War (to whom [ 
believe it would be neceſſary for all Officers to make a return 
of all Deſerters they take up, and what Regiment they run 
from) (or General Officers) has Prudence and Juſtice ſufficient 
to make every Regiment and Officer eaſie, and throughly ſatis- 
| fied with the Diſtribution, &c. they may ſee occaſion to 
make of them afterwards, = i 


But while 4 will not look after B's Deſerters, leaſt he ſnould 
be a loſer by the Bargain, and B has not an opportunity (being 
{ent into another Country) to do it himſelf; nor B concern 
himſelf with As Deſerters for the ſame Reaſon : In the mean 
time all Deſerrers have ſuch Opportunities by theſe Miſmanage- 
ments, and the other Arts of their ewn, (as I have hinted at 
above) of living at home in England, with all the ſafety and ſe- 
curity that they themſelves can deſire, and fo few that are 
puniſh'd for Deſertion when taken (through the Tenderneſs 
and Mercy of the Government) that a Soldier hardly runs 
any hazard by deſerting in England, fo that tis fo far from 
being a ſurpriſe to me, that Soldiers run from their Colours, 
and that there are ſuch vaſt Numbers of Deſerters in England; 
that I rather wonder, that any Soldier that is in the leaſt 
uneaſie with the Service of the Army that is in Exgland, or 
can any way get to England, ſtays with his Regiment. 


But before it can be expected Deſerters ſhould be diſcover'd 
and taken up with any Succeſs, it will be neceſſary the Officers of 

the Army ſhould have that Encouragement (as the baving all 
rhoſe they can take allow'd to em as good Recruits is ſuffici- 
ent) for tis their Diligence and Application, their Intereſt with, 
and Influence over the Conſtables, &c. but more eſpecially with 
(in this caſe) neceſſary Implement, the Informer, that muſt 
give Life and Vigour to the Undertaking ; for the Juſtices, 

— Commiſſioners, 
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Commiſſionets,andPariſh Officers, Cc. do every where believe 
(if one may be: allow d to judge by theic Actions). that hen 
they have caus d the Man to be dcliver'd over for a, Sold ier, 
they have done all that is required of them, the Soldier is then 
in the ſole power of the Military Officer, whoſe Buſineſs alone it 
is to keep their Men together, and to look aſter thoſe that at 
any time deſert from them; tho if theſe Gentlemen would 
give themſelves che trouble to look over the Act of Parliament 


in that caſe, they will find more is required of them. 


In a Word therefore, there is an abſolute neceſlity to 


make void all Diſcharges of this Reign, and ſuffer none for 
the future, but what carries ſuch a diſtinguiſhing Mark along. 


with them, that neither the Officers of the Army, nor the 
Gentlemen of the Country can be impoſed on with Counter- 


feits; to make uſeleſs all ſham Furlows,and let the Officers that 


arc ſent this Year to Recruit, have the Benefit of all the De- 
ſerters they can take up, and prove before the Commiſſioners 
ro be ſuch, or let the Commiſſioners be impowerd to Command 
the Conſtables, &c. in their Warrants, particularly to bring 
before them all ſuch Able-body'd Men, that they know or 
have any Information of, to have been liſted into the Service 
of the Foot or Marines Mhis War, notwithſtanding their pro- 
ducing any Diſcharge from it whatſoever ; and England will 
ſoon be ſound no Place of Security for an Able-body'd De- 
ſerter, and the Army ſoon recruited out of the great Num- 
bers of them, together with the helpof the good Laws now in 
Force for that Service; and then tis reaſonable to believe the 
Soldier will not be ſo apt to run from his Colours, when 
he knows all the Subterfuges and Arts that us'd to protect 


him at home, are ſo far render d void and uſeleſs, that he 


cannot in the leaſt hope or expect, but that he will be ſoon 
taken and puniſh'd, perhaps with that Death his Crime de- 


| ſerves. For as 'tis evident, that the Security at home has been 


the chief, if not only, Caule of Deſertion, remove but that 


(as this Method if duly put in Execution, cannot fail in a 
great Meaſure of doing) and tis highly reaſonable the Mi- 


chievous Effects will ceaſe, and then the Officers will n 
be 
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be able to keep their Regiments ſull and compleat with well- 
diſciplin'd Soldiers; who, with the Bleſſing of Providence; will 
ſoon bring us what we have been ſo long ſtrugling for, viz. 
A Safe, Honourable, and Laſting Terre 
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